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and in the third place, I have carefully abstained from speaking
of this as a Mosaic doctrine, because we are now assured upon
the authority of the highest critics, and even of dignitaries in the
Church, that there is no evidence whatever that Moses ever
wrote this chapter, or knew any thing about it."

This is a fair hit, and well deserved; going to
show what is the natural tendency, not to use
harsher terms, of tampering with the words of
inspiration for the accommodation of the persist-
ent but unfounded claims of those who present
themselves the best "men of science," and, at the
same time, prove themselves ungodly men at best.

There is a great difference between Practical
geology and Theoretical geology, which most
people overlook, because this distinction has not
been prominently brought out as necessary to a
right view of the whole subject. Practical geol-
ogy means the facts of the rocks of the earth
hitherto discovered, with their mineral consti-
tuents, the fossil remains found in them, their
relative position in the strata of the earth's crust
as ascertained by inspection, the disruptions and
other phenomena of the strata, together with
whatever is observed in the composition of earths
and subsoils wherever practical work has been
done. Here, let it be observed, that geological
research is necessarily confined to far less than a
third of the surface of the globe. The water
surface compared with that of the land is about
in the proportion of two and three-fourths to
one; the former covering about one hundred and
forty millions of square miles, and the latter about
fifty-two millions; and when we consider the